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I am excited to serve as President this year 
for the Ohio Section of ITE and want to encour-
age you to get involved with the many opportu-
nities that are being planned in 2008.  This year 
we have an exciting opportunity to host the 
Great Lakes District meeting in our Section.  
The District meeting is planned for June 12th – 
13th in downtown Columbus, Ohio and will be 
coordinated with the Ohio Section Scholarship 
Golf Outing to make for a wonderful two-day 
event.  The Golf Outing is being relocated to 
Mentel Memorial to provide a more convenient 
location for members attending from southwest Ohio and for District at-
tendees returning to Michigan and Indiana.  To get all the information 
on the golf outing, please visit www.ohioite.org. 

We have three main goals for the section this year that include:   
1. Make the Great Lakes District meeting a successful experience since 

it is being hosted in Columbus this year.  This meeting will have 
many benefits to us as a Section but will also show the District that 
the Ohio Section is committed to supporting this District event.  Be 
sure to attend the Ohio Section Scholarship Golf Outing on Friday, 
June 13th. 

2. Award the first annual Ohio Section ITE scholarship to support stu-
dents who are interested in pursuing transportation engineering for 
their education.  The details for awarding the scholarship are cur-
rently under development.  Look for information to be shared with 
the Section membership as well as the Student Chapters in early 
spring. 

3. Provide additional social gatherings that add quality networking opportunities beyond our tradi-
tional technical meetings.  These added gatherings are intended to be during the summer months 
when the International meeting is held and when we are less active with technical meetings.  The 
intent of these meetings is to meet for a happy hour at a local spot in each of the main metro ar-
eas in the state. 

The Ohio Section has traditionally done a very good job of providing opportunities to expand your 
knowledge base on technical issues facing our profession and we will continue that tradition.  With the 
requirement of gaining professional development hours, this will always be a main priority for us as a 
Section.  However, we also want to provide some additional events that are more focused on a social set-
ting that provide our membership a means to build new relationships and strengthen existing ones.  
Some of our events will be less technical and more focused on the opportunity to network with the many 
other professionals in our Section. 

I look forward to seeing you at the many planned Ohio Section events this year. It is a pleasure to 
serve you and to serve with the Executive Board.  I look forward to a successful year since there are so 
many members of the Section that are committed to a meaningful experience in Ohio ITE. 

 
Sincerely, 
Doug Bender 
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2007 in Review 
By Todd Stanhope 

 
This column is one of my last tasks as president of the Ohio Section.  I have 

appreciated the opportunity to serve in this capacity.  I am also thankful for the 
Section Board and the time and effort each person gave to complete their re-
sponsibilities.  The following are some of the activities of the Executive Board 
this past year: 

• Lisa Huelskamp the Ohio Regional Coordinator for the Future City com-
petition came to a board meeting to present information about the Fu-
ture City Program.  The board decided not to contribute to this program 
this year but wanted to encourage members to examine the volunteer 
opportunities.  For more information go to www.futurecityohio.org.  
Thank you to Dave Samuelson who made us aware of this program. 

• Online storage for electronic files was added to the website.  This allows 
each executive board member access to sample documents and historical 
information they may need to utilize during their term in each office. 

• At the request of ODOT, the Section is providing representatives on the 
Speed Zoning Review Committee.  Dave Samuelson and Eagan Foster 
are representing the Ohio Section on this committee.     

• At the Outgoing board meeting, a bid was accepted to add an online pay-
ment feature to the website.  Implementation of this will occur in 2008.  
Section Director Kevin Miller worked on this as his director’s project. 

• At the request of Ohio State Board of Registration for Professional Engi-
neers and Surveyors, a letter in opposition to proposed requirements for 
licensure as identified in Section 130 of the  NCEES Model Law (BS+30) 
was sent.  Legislative Committee Chair Dave Samuelson headed up this 
effort. 

• The board passed a resolution proposing to amend the by-laws.  Voting 
members will be receiving notification of these proposals in the mail.  In 
order for any by-law change to be adopted, two-thirds of the ballots cast 
must be affirmative provided the total number of voters shall not be less 
than a majority of the membership eligible to vote.  Therefore, it is very 
important that you cast your ballot. 

I would like to thank the fourteen past presidents who attended the past 
presidents meeting in September.  Also in attendance that evening was 
Michael Cline, the Great Lakes District Director.  Note that the photos that 
were taken that night show Wilbur and Orville Wright in the background but 
unfortunately we cannot claim them as past presidents of the Section! 

The booth at OTEC generated a lot of positive feedback again this year.  I 
had inquired about having the International President of ITE attend OTEC this 
year but travel calendars had already been prepared.  However, I made sure 

(Continued on page 3) 
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OTEC was on their travel calendar for 2008 and I be-
lieve Alf Guebert the 2008 International ITE president 
is scheduled to attend.  This will enhance the exposure 
of ITE at OTEC.  Thank you to LJB, Inc. for lending 
and setting up the table top display.  Also, to Julia 
Sprauer, Doug Bender, Shahzad Ahmed, Warren 
Plesmid, and Dave Samuelson for staffing the booth 
and helping distribute rosters. 

Schmidt’s Sausage Haus has become the tradi-
tional location for our annual meeting.    It is a great 
place to get a jump start on the holiday season with 
brats and creampuffs!  Congratulations to the Presi-
dents award winner Jim Bixby.   As many of you 
know, Jim is a great supporter of ITE and has served 
as district director and on the international board of 
direction.  The Young Engineer’s award winner was 
Kraig Shrewsberry.  Kraig has chaired the Uniform-
ity committee the last couple years and was elected 
Section Director for 2008.  Also at the annual meeting, 
the following members were recognized for achieving 
life membership status in ITE:  Richard Paddock, 
Randall Van Scoy, Gerald Wilcox, Ronald 
Zurawski, James Bixby, Gary Ketron, and  
Richard McGuiness. 

(Continued from page 2) 
 As always, we encourage your involvement in ITE.  

You are probably aware of the people who are serving in 
leadership in the local section, but another way to be 
involved in ITE is serving on one of the Technical Coun-
cils.  At our OTEC booth and at the annual meeting, we 
recognized Ohio Section members who are currently 
serving on the Executive Committee of one of the Techni-
cal Councils.  These members are Ahmad Al-Akhras 
(Transportation Planning Council), Ron Eck (Expert 
Witness Council), John Gallagher (Traffic Engineering 
Council).  (See page 9.)  In addition, Angie Christo was 
recognized as she finished her service on the Transporta-
tion Safety Council.  If you are seeking more information 
about becoming involved in a council, these members 
would be great resources. 

Planning for 2008 is well underway as the annual 
meeting and transition board meeting have already 
taken place.  I am looking forward to a great 2008 for the 
Ohio Section under the leadership of Doug Bender. 

Kraig Shrewsberry 
Young Engineer Award 

2007 Recipient 

Jim Bixby 
Presidents Award 

2007 Recipient 
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Transportation Planning/Traffic Engineering 
Highway/Roadway Design 

Traffic Signal Design  
Parking Consulting  

Transportation Solutions for Today and Tomorrow 
www.transassociates.com 

Phone: 614-459-7930 ~ Email: cleard@transassociates.com 

Ohio ITE Past Presidents at September 20 Meeting 

ITE Board at September 20 Past Presidents Meeting 

Todd Stanhope and Julia Sprauer with the OTEC Booth 

Todd Stanhope with District Director Michael Cline 
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Control Equipment 
Donated to Ohio Section 

 
A collection of historical traffic signal equipment is 

being housed at Bright Street. 
In 2006, Capital Electric Line Builders Wagner-

Smith Division donated their collection of historical 
traffic controllers to the Ohio Section of the Institute of 
Transportation Engineers.  This is the same collection 
which Jim Blair and John Lachmann presented at 
IMSA at the ITE Past President’s meeting in 2005.   

Bright Street is storing these items for the Ohio 
ITE Section.  If you have items which you would like to 
add to the collection, please contact Julia Sprauer at 
Bright Street.  Requests for loans from this collection 
should be directed to the current Ohio ITE president.   
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The City of Tucson, Arizona has experimented with a 
device that they have called the “HAWK” (High-intensity Ac-
tivated crossWalK) pedestrian crossing beacon.   HAWK sig-
nals were developed guided by a European design and are 
similar to the current school bus warning flasher system.  
Tucson began deploying the HAWK in 1999.  Richard B. 
Nassi, P.E., Tucson’s Transportation Administrator and a 
technical committee member of the NCUTCD’s Signal Techni-
cal Committee, has been promoting the HAWK as a device 
that has been successful in improving safety for pedestrians.  
The Signals Technical Committee of the National Committee 
for Uniform Traffic Control Devices has been working for sev-
eral years considering whether this traffic control device was 
the right one to warn and control traffic at an unsignalized 
location in order to assist pedestrians in crossing a street or 
highway at a marked crosswalk.   

There was interest at the Federal level to ascertain what 
pedestrian treatments work best and if changes were needed 
in the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices in the pe-
destrian signal warrant.  As a result, the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration in cooperation with the Transit Development 
Corporation and by the American Association of State High-
way and Transportation Officials in Cooperation with the 
Federal Highway Administration, called for research. In 
March 2006, the resulting report – NCHRP Report #562 / 
TCRP #112 entitled Improving Pedestrian Safety at Unsignal-
ized Crossings found that there are certain characteristics of 
the variety of traffic control treatments were found to be effec-
tive in improving the safety of the pedestrian crossing.  To 
quote from the executive summary: 

The research team chose motorist compliance (that is, 
yielding or stopping where required) as the primary measure 
of effectiveness for engineering treatments at unsignalized 
roadway crossings. In addition to collecting motorist yielding 
behavior for general population pedestrians, the data collec-
tion personnel also staged street crossings to ensure consis-
tency among all sites as well as adequate sample sizes. The 
study found that the crossing treatment affects motorist com-
pliance. Those treatments that show a red signal indication to 

the motorist have a statistically significant different compli-
ance rate from devices that do not show a red indication. 
These red signal or beacon devices had compliance rates 
greater than 95 percent and include mid-block signals, half 
signals, and high-intensity activated crosswalk (HAWK) sig-
nal beacons. Nearly all the red signal or beacon treatments 
evaluated were used on busy, high-speed arterial streets. Pe-
destrian crossing flags and in-street crossing signs also were 
effective in prompting motorist yielding, achieving 65 and 87 
percent compliance, respectively.  However, most of these 
crossing treatments were installed on lower-speed and lower-
volume, two-lane roadways. The measured motorist compli-
ance for many crossing treatments varied considerably among 
sites.  Number of lanes being crossed and posted speed limit 
were other factors in addition to type of treatment influencing 
the effectiveness of the crossing treatments. 

You can review the entire report Improving Pedestrian 
Safety at Unsignalized Crossings at the following URL -http://
onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_562.pdf  

The report found that the most effective devices were 
ones that display a red (steady or flashing) to motorists dur-
ing the point when the pedestrian is crossing.  The HAWK 
was one of the few devices that showed compliance by motor-
ists exceeding 95% on higher-speed, wider roadways.   

So, given this positive evidence of the success of the 
HAWK, the Signals Technical Committee spent several of its 
semiannual meetings working to craft a section to be added to 
the MUTCD.  The language was approved by the full National 
Council of the NCUCTD at the January 2007 meeting. 

NCUTCD Watch… 
Proposed Chapter 4M –“Traffic 
Control Beacons for Pedestrians” 
By Eagan L. Foster, P.E., PTOE 
Transportation Division, Public Service Department, 
City of Columbus 
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What Does the HAWK Look Like? 
Those presenting the concept 

of the HAWK pedestrian beacon 
have described the arrangement 
of the two red lenses above a sin-
gle yellow lens as a “Mickey 
Mouse” configuration. (see pic-
ture above right)  While you can 
see why this term might be used 
to describe the device, I have 
tried to discourage this, as it may 
tend to trivialize the good results 
of this innovative device.  The 
pedestrian faces standard pedes-
trian signals located in customary 
positions at opposite ends of the 
marked crosswalk.  Countdown pedestrian signals are also 
suitable for the installation.  The signage as shown in the ac-
companying pictures, the controller cabinet and pedestrian 
push buttons with appropriate signage complete the installa-
tion. 

 
How Does the HAWK Operate? 

To quote (while referring to the diagram of signal heads 
below) from the proposed language of the new Section 4M – 
“Traffic Control Beacons for Pedestrians” of the Manual of 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices: 

Pedestrian beacons shall be dark (not illuminated) during 
periods between actuations. 

Upon actuation by a pedestrian, a pedestrian beacon shall 
display a flashing circular yellow signal indication, followed 
by a steady circular yellow signal indication, followed by both 
steady circular red signal indications during the pedestrian 
walk interval, followed by alternating flashing circular red 
signal indications during the pedestrian clearance interval. At 
termination of the pedestrian clearance interval, the pedes-
trian beacon shall revert to a non-illuminated condition. 

The pedestrian signal 
heads shall continue to dis-
play a steady upraised hand 
(symbolizing Don’t Walk) 
signal indication when the 
pedestrian beacon is either 
dark or displaying a flashing 
or steady circular yellow 
signal indication. The pedes-
trian signal heads shall dis-
play a walking person 
(symbol-izing Walk) signal 
indication when the pedes-
trian beacon is displaying a 
steady circular red signal 
indication.  The pedestrian 
signal heads shall display a 
flashing upraised hand (sy-
mbolizing Don’t Walk) signal 
indication when the pedes-
trian beacon is displaying 
alternating flashing circular 
red signal indications. Upon 
termination of the pedes-
trian clearance interval, the 

pedestrian signal heads shall revert to a steady upraised 
hand (symbolizing Don’t Walk) signal indication. 

It is permitted to modify the operation of the HAWK pe-
destrian beacon to work in a coordinated signal system.  In 
such a system, when actuated you would hold the pedestrian 
beacon in the dark for motorists/symbolized DONT WALK 
displays until the appropriate time in the signal system cycle, 
then begin the sequence when it would prove least disruptive 
to signal progression and safest, since there should be fewer 
motorists required to stop for the pedestrians. 

Econolite worked with the City of Tucson to develop pro-
gramming for their Econolite ASC/2 controller to handle the 
HAWK.  Other controller manufacturers may also have done 
so… check with your controller manufacturer to see whether 
they can handle the HAWK pedestrian beacon operation. 

 
How Do Users Behave at a HAWK Pedestrian Beacon? 

The motorists receive two periods of warning that the 
HAWK is being activated, first the flashing yellow indication, 
then the solid yellow indication.  You should set the duration 
of each these two intervals the same standard way that your 
time the yellow change interval for traffic signals.  During 
these intervals, the motorists clear the HAWK pedestrian 
beacon or come to a stop by the time the signal changes to 
solid dual red display.  Once the white walking person display 
(symbolizing WALK) is on and vehicle traffic has stopped, the 
pedestrian begins crossing and completes the crossing during 
the flashing orange upraised palm.  Once the pedestrian(s) 
have passed, the vehicle can resume their travel down the 
roadway even prior to the end of the alternate flashing red 
display.  To view a video clip of the HAWK operation, go to 
the following URL:  http://www.dot.ci.tucson.az.us/traffic/
HAWK.wmv  

 
Where Should a Pedestrian Beacon be Used? 

A pedestrian beacon may be considered for installation at 
a location that does not meet other traffic signal warrants to 
facilitate pedestrian crossings.  If a location meets the traffic 
control signal warrants under Sections 4C.05 and/or 4C.06 
and a decision is made not to install a traffic control signal, a 
pedestrian beacon should be considered.  But if one of the sig-
nal warrants of Chapter 4C is met and a traffic control signal 
is justified by an engineering study, and if a decision is made 
to install a traffic control signal, it should be installed based 
upon the provisions of Chapter 4D. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Vehicular Displays Pedestrian Displays 

 
Dark Until Activated 

 
Steady orange 
Upraised Palm 

 
Flashing Yellow 

 
Steady orange 
Upraised Palm 

 
Steady Yellow 

 
Steady orange 
Upraised Palm 

 
Steady Red during Pedes-

trian Walk Interval 

 
Steady white 

Walking Person 

   
Alternating Flashing Red 

during Pedestrian Clearance 
Interval 

Flashing orange 
Upraised Palm  

(Symbolized Don’t Walk) 
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If a traffic control signal is not justified under the signal 
warrants of Chapter 4C and if gaps in traffic are not adequate 
to permit pedestrians to cross, or if the speed for vehicles ap-
proaching on the major street is too high to permit pedestri-
ans to cross, or if pedestrian delay is excessive, the need for a 
pedestrian beacon should be considered on the basis of an 
engineering study that considers major-street volumes, 
speeds, widths, and gaps in conjunction with pedestrian vol-
umes, walking speeds, and delay. 

The proposed MUTCD Section 4M “Traffic Control Bea-
con for Pedestrians” includes guidelines in chart form for low-
speed and high-speed (85thile speed below or above 35 mph) 
roadways to help the engineer decide if the HAWK should be 
used. 
Status of the HAWK 

The National Committee on Uniform Traffic Control De-
vices approved language for the new Proposed Chapter 4M – 
“Traffic Control Beacons for Pedestrians” at the January 2007 
meeting.  The proposed section will be included in the FHWA 
impending publication of the Notice of Proposed Amendment 
(NPA) on the new federal Manual of Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD).  There will be a comment period and this 
section as well as other changes to the Manual is expected 
released with the final publication of the next MUTCD, proba-
bly in early 2009.  Ohio (and the rest of the states) will have 
two (2) years to bring the state MUTCD in alignment with 
that update.  

Since the section describing the HAWK has not been in-
cluded in a final release of the Manual of Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices, use of the Traffic Control Beacons for Pedes-
trians at this time would be considered experimental.  As 
such, you would need to follow the procedures set out in Sec-
tion 1A.10 of the Ohio Manual of Uniform Traffic Control De-
vices (OMUTCD).  Specifically, in the second standard of that 
section, the OMUTCD states (as a Standard) that "Requests 
for any permission to experiment or interim approval shall be 
sent to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Office 
of Transportation Operations, 400 Seventh Street, SW, 
HOTO, Washington, DC 20590. A copy of the request shall be 
sent to the Administrator of the Ohio Department of Trans-
portation (ODOT), Office of Traffic Engineering at 1980 West 
Broad St., P.O. Box 899, Columbus, Ohio 43216-0899."  The 
rest of the section goes on to provide (as Guidance) the things 
to include in the request to experiment, which include a com-
mitment to research or development plan to monitor the op-
eration, a commitment to make semi-annual progress reports 
to FHWA, and a commitment to restore the site of the experi-
ment to its original condition within three months after the 
end of the experimental period.  FHWA can withdraw the 
permission to experiment if a safety problem develops.  While 
the likelihood of this situation given the already extensive 
study of the HAWK, this is something of which you and your 
agency should be aware. 

 
NCUTCD Honors Ohio Section Member George L. 
Butzer, P.E. 

At the June 2007 meeting of the National Committee on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices, NCUTCD Executive Board 
Chair Lee Billingsley named George L. Butzer, P.E., an Hon-
orary Member of the NCUTCD.  George was cited for his ser-
vice to the National Committee for a number of reasons: 

(Continued from page 7) Attendance at every meeting but one since starting on the 
NCUTCD in 1981; 

He brought a knowledge of the predecessor organizations 
having been indirectly involved; (see below) 

His initial leadership position in 1990 was as Chair of the 
Signals Technical Committee (STC), when appointed as a 
member of the Committee representing ITE; 

Under his leadership the STC developed the reformat 
process used by the NCUTCD for the MUTCD.  This process 
was later adopted by FHWA.  He continued chairing the STC 
throughout the re-write process of the Signals Chapter of the 
MUTCD; 

George then moved on to Vice Chair of Programs and 
Chair of the Edit Committee during the final process of the re-
write for the Millennium edition of the MUTCD. 

George was also cited for his service to the predecessor 
organizations to the NCUTCD, the National Joint Council on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (NJC) and the National Advi-
sory Council on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (NAC).  In 
the years from 1966 to 1980, James V. Musick, P.E. served as 
a member of the NJC and NAC.  During those years George 
had assisted Mr. Musick by reviewing and providing com-
ments on signal issues brought before the NJC and NAC.   

George has been a member of the Ohio Section since the 
sixties and served as a member of the section Board of Direc-
tors.  He was the Ohio Section President in 1985 and recog-
nized as the President’s Award winner in 1988. 
Upcoming Topic for NCUTCD Watch 

Next time, I will discuss the changes in traffic signal war-
rants being suggested to Section 4C.05 - Warrant 4 – Pedes-
trian Volume.   
 
Eagan L. Foster, P.E., PTOE, is the Traffic Operations Engineer (a section man-
ager) in the Transportation Division of the Public Service Department of the City 
of Columbus.  Mr. Foster serves on the Signals Technical Committee (STC) of the 
National Committee on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and serves as Chair of 
the Pedestrian Features Task Force of the STC.  He has been a member of ITE 
since 1979.  He can be contacted at elfoster@columbus.gov 
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• Served for the past 8 years and is currently editor of 
the Newsletter.   

• Was on the Trip Generation Advisory Committee of 
the 6th Edition and authored a chapter about 
conducting local trip generation studies. 

• Organized a webinar on Land Use and 
Transportation Connections: the State of the 
Practice. 

• Member of the Review Committee for 
“Transportation Impact Analyses for Site 
Development: An ITE Proposed Recommended 
Practice.” 

• Regular contributor to and have written articles 
for the Traffic Eng. Council newsletter.   

• On the team that recently took input from our 
council members on what they felt should be the 
key issues to push in the next reauthorization 
bill.   

• Has currently volunteered to review papers 
submitted to ITE that come to our committee for 
ITE publication. 

• On the Roundabout subcommittee.   

2008 Schedule 
Mar 12 Section Meeting 
 Columbus 
 Happy Hour w/Speaker 
 
Apr 1-2 ITE Technical 
 Conference and Exhibit 
 Miami, Florida 
 Conference 

Apr 9 Ohio Section & Lake 
 Erie Chapter Meeting 
 Cleveland Area TBD 
 Dinner w/Technical Session 
 & Board Meeting 

May 14 Ohio Section Meeting 
 Cincinnati Area TBD 
 Lunch w/Technical Session 
 & Board Meeting 

Jun 12-13 Great Lakes District  
 Meeting and Section  
 Golf Outing 
 Columbus 
 Golf & Dinner 

Jul 31 Ohio Section Social
 Columbus/Cleveland/
 Cincinnati Areas TBD 
 Happy Hour 
 
Aug 18-20 ITE Annual Meeting 
 Anaheim, California 
 Conference 
 
Sep 24 Past Presidents 
 Meeting 
 Dinner w/Technical Session 
 & Board Meeting 
 
Oct 28 OTEC Gathering 
 Columbus 
 Appetizers 
 
Nov 19 Annual Meeting 
 Columbus 
 Dinner w/Speaker & 
 Board Meeting 
 
Dec 10 Ohio Section 
 Transition Board 
 Meeting 
 Columbus 

ITE Council Executive Committee Members 
from the Ohio Section 

• Was chair of the Expert Witness Council from 
2003-2006.  

• One of the main efforts was to revise the Expert 
Witness Notebook, which is a compendium of 
information useful to those ITE members who 
testify in forensic matters. 

• Completed a revision to ITE's on-line Expert 
Witness Directory. Listing in the Directory is one 
of the benefits of the Expert Witness Council -
membership.   

Ahmad Al-Akhras, Ph.D., P.E, PTOE—-Previously with MORPC 
Transportation Planning Council 

John J. Gallagher, P.E, PTOE—-The JGallagher Group 
Traffic Engineering  Council 

Ronald W. Eck, P.E., Ph.D.—West Virginia University 
Expert Witness Council 

ITE 2008 Technical Conference and Exhibit 
Held in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration  

March 30 - April 2, 2008 

Hyatt Regency Miami 
Miami, Florida, USA 
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2007 National Traffic Signal Report Card Shows Improvements Made, 
But Much Work Still Needed 

D Grade Means Headaches for Commuters; Improved Operation of Traffic Signals Could Lower Fuel Consumption Nationwide 

A report released by the National Transportation 
Operations Coalition (NTOC), a group of transporta-
tion associations including ITE, shows that fuel con-
sumption can be decreased and congestion mitigated, if 
the nation improved how its traffic signals are man-
aged and operated. The nation scored an overall grade 
of D, up from a D- two years ago. 

Grading themselves in six areas, 417 agencies in 
47 states, (representing approximately 45 percent of 
all traffic signals in the United States), completed the 
self assessment. The complete grades are as follows: 

“Our research shows that just a few small changes 
in the local management and operations of traffic sig-
nals could result in national fuel savings of up to 10 
percent or 17 billion gallons per year. That would 
mean a monetary savings of $240 a year or five full gas 

tanks for the average household,” said Marshall Elizer, 
Spokesperson, National Transportation Operations 
Coalition (NTOC) and Transportation Services Man-
ager, Gresham, Smith & Partners in Nashville, TN. 
“In addition to the fuel savings, the nation would see a 
reduction of up to 22 percent in harmful emissions.” 

The 2007 National Traffic Signal Report Card 
shows that while there is still much work to be done, 
many jurisdictions have used the assessment to make 
changes and improve their grades. 

One such example highlighted in the report is the 
City of Austin, TX, which improved its score in just 
two years from a “C” to an “A” by implementing a more 
pro-active maintenance schedule. 

“The City of Austin is a great example of how low 
cost changes to traffic signal operations can result in 
big savings,” said Congressman Lloyd Doggett (D-
Texas) whose district includes the City of Austin. He 
went on to say, “Spending no new money, the City of 
Austin was able to save more than $40 million in oper-
ating costs in just one year by simply changing the 
way it manages its traffic signal operations.” 

Copies of the 2007 National Traffic Signal Report 
Card Technical Report and Executive Summary can be 
found at http://www.ite.org/reportcard. 
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1st Place Team 
Jeff Kuhn, Jay Muether, Bill Cline, Bill Blair 

2nd Place Team 
Pete Sours, BJ Varner, George Butzer, Steve Jewell 

2007 Scholarship Golf Outing 

Special Thanks to our Corporate Sponsors 

The 5th annual Ohio Section golf outing was held 
June 29, 2007 at Royal American Golf Club in Galena, 
Ohio. All proceeds from the event benefit the Ohio Sec-
tion student scholarship fund which aims to assist stu-
dents as they purse degrees in civil engineering or other 
transportation related fields. Through participation of 
our members and their guests and the generous dona-
tions of our corporate sponsors, over $3000 was raised 

for the scholarship fund. A special thank you to every-
one who participated in the event and to our corporate 
sponsors. 

Mark your calendars for the 2008 golf outing to be 
held on Friday, June 13, 2007.  Please visit 
www.ohioite.org to get all the details on the 2008 Ohio 
ITE golf outing. 
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Thank You 
I would like to give a belated thank you to Diane 

Wuensch for writing the obituary for Dexter McMillian in 
the June 2007 issue of the newsletter. There is certainly no 
one better to attest to Dexter’s friendship and leadership. 

Attention Newsletter Advertisers 
This is the last issue for the current newsletter adver-

tisers.  Ohio ITE would like to thank those who have sup-
ported the Newsletter.  If you wish to continue your adver-
tisement, or would like to become a new advertiser please 
contact the Editor. 

Get Involved! 
Members are always encouraged to contact Committee 

Chairpersons too volunteer to help out or offer suggestions.  
See www.ohioite.org for descriptions of committees and 
contact names. 

OTEC 
The Ohio ITE membership was well represented at 

OTEC in 2007 giving presentations, attending sessions, 
networking, and enjoying some fellowship at the ITE 
Gathering at Gibby’s on Vine Street. This year’s OTEC will 
be held October 28-29 at the Columbus Convention Center. 
Hope to see you there. 

ITE Ohio Section Website 
You are encouraged to visit the Ohio ITE website at 

www.ohioite.org for information about upcoming meet-
ings, copies of past newsletters, Section committees and 
leadership, and lots of other information. 

Contribute to Your Newsletter! 
Please consider contributing news or an article to the 

Ohio ITE Newsletter.  The newsletter provides a great op-
portunity to reach a large number of colleagues with impor-
tant information, tips, news, and accomplishments. I am 
sure each of us is doing great things for our profession each 
day. Please use the newsletter to share them with your fel-
low Transportation professionals! 

 The OhioITE is published three times a year by the 
Ohio Section of Institute of Transportation Engineers. Its 
purpose is to inform its members concerning transportation 
issues. Please direct questions, articles and announcements 
to the Publications Committee Chairperson: Steve Thieken, 
5085 Reed Road, Columbus, OH 43220, Phone (614) 459-
7272; Email: SThieken@burnip.com 

Publication Committee Members 
• Steve Thieken (Chair and Newsletter Editor) 
• Bill Hereth 
• Priyanka Singh 

Editors Notes 


